To:  Reappointment Review/ Personal Committee
Date: October 18, 2007
 
Dear Sir or Madame:
It is with great pleasure to write this letter of recommendation for Dr. Lin Lin.  I feel privileged to say that I am a former student of Dr. Lin Lin’s EDU 375 course – Teaching Elementary Social Studies Methods.  This course was one of the most valuable courses I have taken at SUNY Cortland and this is solely because of Dr. Lin Lin.  Dr. Lin Lin used an interactive learning approach to emphasize the content and methods for teaching standards based elementary and intermediate social studies.  Not only did I learn how to teach standards based social studies in her course, but I also learned several techniques to use to hook the interest of my students.  She taught me how I can bring history back to life into the classroom and make it fun and exciting for my students.   Dr. Lin Lin taught me how to form relationships and bonds with my students and she did this through her example.  She made a consistent effort to get to know each of her students and to show that she really cared for each of them.  Dr. Lin Lin taught me what it means to be a great teacher, inside and outside of the classroom and this is due to the great passion she has for her students and teaching.   
Dr.  Lin Lin possesses an energy that is simply contagious and this is what made her teaching style so effective.  She has a high degree of enthusiasm and motivation that she puts into her work and displays in the classroom.  Her course is enjoyable to students because her lessons are creative and unique.  She constantly tries to fit the needs of her students.  Her work is all about the students.  She teaches to fit the needs of her students and is always urging students to provide her with their suggestions and comments.  This fosters an open and friendly learning environment and this is why so many students love to work with her.  Dr. Lin Lin is an extremely diligent worker.  Yet, regardless of how much work she had to do, she always made time for her students.  Whether it was helping students with assignments, writing letters of recommendation, or even opening up her own home to host a dinner for her students, she always showed she cared.   This constant support and compassion that she offers makes it such a joy to be one of her students.  
Dr. Lin Lin is a remarkable person, who has a great passion for what she does.  She has become an influential part of my life in that I hope to become as great a teacher as she is.  I hope to one day touch a person’s life in the way that she has touched mine.  I feel lucky to know her and it is with great honor that I recommend her for reappointment.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns.  
Sincerely,
Mary Kay A. Blackford
Blackf53@cortland.edu or (516) 425-1353
